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chievement of your child’s WACE acknowledges that

at the end of their compulsory schooling they have
achieved or exceeded the required minimum standards in an
educational program that has suitable breadth and depth.

To achieve a WACE from 2016, a student must satisfy the
following:

General requirements

e demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a
minimum standard of numeracy

e complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents as
described below

e complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses (excluding
unacceptable combinations) or complete! a Certificate
Il (or higher) VET qualification. Note: the partial
completion of a Certificate Il or higher VET qualification
may meet this requirement according to predetermined
criteria.

Breadth and depth
Students must

e complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent. This
requirement must include at least:

o aminimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent

o two completed Year 11 units from an English course
and one pair of completed Year 12 units from an
English course

o one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (arts/
languages/social sciences) and List B (mathematics/
science/technology).

Achievement standard

Students must achieve 14 C grades (or equivalents, see
below) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at least six C
grades in Year 12 units (or equivalents).

Australian Tertiary Admission

Rank (ATAR) courses (ATAR)

General courses

Unit equivalence

Unit equivalence can be obtained through VET qualifications
and/or endorsed programs. The maximum unit equivalence
available through these programs is eight units — four Year
11 units and four Year 12 units. Students may obtain unit
equivalence as follows:

e up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET
qualifications, or

e up to four unit equivalents through completion of
endorsed programs, or

e up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of
VET qualifications and endorsed programs, but with
endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit
equivalents.

For VET qualifications:
e a Certificate | is equivalent to two Year 11 units

e Q3 Certificate Il is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year
12 units

e a Certificate Ill or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and
four Year 12 units

e apartially completed Certificate Ill or higher is
equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units (credit
only allocated if the criteria for partial completion is
met).

For endorsed programs, unit equivalence is identified on the
Authority’s approved list of endorsed programs.

There are five types of courses developed by the Authority
(see Appendix 1 of the Year 10 Information Handbook for a
list of courses):

ATAR course units for students who are aiming to enrol in a university course direct from school. These courses
will be examined by the Authority and contribute to the achievement of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

General course units for students who are aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly from

school. These courses will not be examined by the Authority

Foundation courses
and numeracy.

Vocational Education and
Training (VET) Industry specific

Foundation course units for those who need additional help in demonstrating the minimum standard of literacy

Vocational Education and Training industry specific courses for students who are aiming to enter further
training or the workforce directly from school. VET Industry Specific courses have been developed in close

consultation with WA Industry Training Councils and include a full, nationally recognised qualification and

courses

mandatory industry-related workplace learning.

Preliminary course units

Preliminary course units for those who may need modification to the curriculum to meet their special needs.

Preliminary courses do not contribute to the achievement of a WACE.

Students can mix and match these options to provide themselves with the best platform to meet the requirements to achieve

their WACE — and for life beyond school.

In Year 10, students have the opportunity to choose what they will study in Years 11 and 12. Appendix 2 of the Year 10

Information Handbook provides a summary of each course.

! Note: In the context of VET in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires that a student has been deemed competent in all units that make up a full qualification.


http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/internet/Publications/year10_information_handbook

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can my child change from one study pathway What can my child study as part of VET?
to another or are they ‘locked in’?

What can my child do with a VET qualification
gained through secondary school?

Can my child be given credit for any ATAR
course units or VET studies already completed?

Why would my child choose VET?

Can my child change their course selection
once they’ve started studying?

What is Vocational Education and Training?

Will comparisons between results in the
General and Foundation courses at different
schools be fair?

Why does my child need to meet the minimum
literacy and numeracy standard?




How can my child demonstrate the minimum
standard for literacy and numeracy?

If my child hasn’t demonstrated the literacy
and numeracy requirements in Year 10, can
they get support?

What if | my child has a diagnosed disability?

School Curriculum and Standards Authority

Can my child enrol in other courses while
studying Foundation courses?

If my child enrols in a Foundation course, can
they get a WACE?

What are my child’s options if they don’t meet
the literacy and numeracy requirements by the
end of Year 12?

What if my child doesn’t achieve a WACE?
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