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Welcome



Purpose of today

• Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline 

• Policy requirements Years 7–10

• Implementation Years 7–10

• 2019 activities

• Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)

• 2018 WACE – statistics and review

• Curriculum update

• Our focus – 2019

• 2019 – Communications and Processes



Years 7–10
Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline Policy Requirements



• Curriculum content

• Achievement standards

• Principles of Teaching, Learning and 
Assessment

• Reporting student achievement

What is mandated?



2019 is the first year of full implementation for Languages Year 4.

The other learning areas are already fully implemented:

• English

• Mathematics 

• Science

• Humanities and Social Sciences

• Health and Physical Education

• The Arts

• Technologies 

• Languages (Year 3).

Implementation requirements 



The Authority is commencing the development of a 7 to 10 Languages sequence in 2019.

This is to accommodate those students who will enter Year 7 in 2022 provided with, or 
having to choose, a language different from the one they had been studying in the primary 
years.

7 to 10 Languages



The achievement standards articulated in the Outline describe the expected achievement 
for students who have been taught the curriculum content for the full year of schooling.

Teachers must use the year-level Achievement Standard when making judgements to 
award a Grade.

Achievement standards



• Schools will be advised by the Authority about the 

timeline for submission of end of year achievement 

descriptors/grades for individual 

Pre-primary to Year 10 students. See Policy 

Standards for Pre-primary to Year 10: Teaching, 

Assessing and Reporting.

• If a subject/s is only taught in Semester One and 

not in Semester Two (e.g. a Visual Arts subject), the 

achievement descriptor/s/grade/s for individual 

Pre-primary to Year 10 students will be submitted 

to the Authority at the end of the year. 

Reporting – Minimum requirements

Pre-primary to Year 10: 
Teaching, Assessing and Reporting Policy  p. 13



• Teach all the curriculum mandated for the year.

• Streaming is a common practice that should focus on the pedagogy and depth of content 
of the mandated curriculum.

• Content that does not lead directly to specific senior school courses cannot be excluded. 

• Focused strategic interventions for secondary students need to begin at Year 7.  

Curriculum coverage



Learning Area Reporting Requirements

Technologies

Across a year schools report one grade (A–E) as a minimum for Design and Technologies and one 

grade (A–E) as a minimum for Digital Technologies: 

 where subjects are taught concurrently during the year, two grades are required each semester

 where the subjects are taught in separate semesters it is permissible to report on Design and 

Technologies in one semester and Digital Technologies in the other semester.

The Arts

Across a year schools report one grade (A–E) as a minimum in a performance arts subject and one 

grade (A–E) as a minimum in a visual arts subject: 

 where subjects are taught concurrently during the year two grades are required each semester 

 where the subjects are taught in separate semesters it is permissible to report on a Performance 

Arts subject in one semester and a Visual Arts subject in the other semester.

Minimum reporting requirements – Feedback and implementation



Design and Technologies – Scope and Sequence – 7–10



Design and Technologies – Scope and Sequence – 7–10



• The Authority’s moderation process is continuing in 2019 for English and Mathematics, 
Science and Humanities and Social Sciences. 

• Schools from the systems/sector are able to register through the link on the Authority 
website home page.

• In Term 2, participating schools will be provided with a common assessment task along 
with a marking key to complete during the term.

• Meetings will be held for each learning area in Term 3. Participating teachers will be 
asked to contribute student work samples prior to the meeting. These will be used during 
the moderation activities.

Years 6 and 7 – Moderation



2018 WACE
Statistics and review



2018 WACE statistics
2018 2016

Year 12 students undertook studies towards the WACE 25 974 25 441

Full-time Year 12 students were eligible to achieve a WACE 24 347 23 360

Eligible Year 12 students achieved a WACE
22 293
(91.6%)

21 473
(91.9%)

Year 12 students studied four or more ATAR courses 12 953 13 428

Year 12 students studied one, two or three ATAR courses 1856 1721

Year 12 students achieving a Certificate IV 1021 674

Data as at 31 December 2018



• 14 975 Year 12 students achieved at least one VET qualification at Certificate II or higher 
in Year 10, 11 or 12 (13 547 in 2017).

• 3654 students achieved Certificate III. 

• 1021 students achieved a Certificate IV.

• 10 952* students completed Workplace Learning programs.

VET WACE Special Considerations process has been enacted in previous years for 
circumstances where students have been impacted by issues with RTOs.

• This is to ensure WACE-eligible students are not disadvantaged.

• Alternative arrangements must be explored before application is made for special 
considerations.

Data as at 31 December 2018
*Data as at 12 March 2019

2018 WACE statistics – VET



2018 Year 12 full-time WACE-eligible students

Population 
24 347

Prequalified through 
Year 9 NAPLAN in 

2016 (2014) %

Achieved the standard 
through OLNA  
2016–2018 %

Total demonstrating the 
standard by the end of 

2018 (2016) %

Numeracy 58.4 (50.7) 38.4 (45.2) 96.8 (95.9)

Reading 54.3 (50.4) 43.4 (47.5) 97.7 (97.9)

Writing 45.0 (43.0) 52.1 (54.3) 94.3 (97.2)

All tests 33.9 (28.1) 60.4 (65.8) 94.3 (93.9)



Students should:
• allocate sufficient time to answer all sections of the paper
• avoid writing lengthy introductions in which the question is repeated 
• write legibly, use a black or blue (non-gel, non-erasable) pen and allow time for editing 
• read the question and note the verb/s – as detailed in Year 11 and 12 Glossary of key 

words used in the formulation of questions 
• note the number of marks for the question
• look at the marks allocated for each question and plan their answer particularly when 

writing extended responses.

Teachers should:
• teach the syllabus, not the textbook
• teach efficient and critical reading of information to extract what’s important
• give the student numerous opportunities to practise writing extended answer questions.

2018 Examination reports – Examiners’ comments



VET in 2019



Students must:

• complete one of three course combination options

 complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* OR 

 complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR

 complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, 
General or Foundation courses

• demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

• meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

• meet the achievement standard.

WACE requirements 2021 



As outlined in the Year 10 Information Handbook, in relation to unit equivalence 
there is no change:

Students can obtain unit equivalents through VET qualifications and/or endorsed programs.

The maximum number of unit equivalents available through VET and endorsed programs is 
four Year 11 units and four Year 12 units. Students may obtain: 

• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET qualifications, or 

• up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or 

• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of a combination of VET qualifications 
and endorsed programs, but with endorsed programs contributing no more than four 
unit equivalents (two Year 11 units and two Year 12 units). 

WACE requirements 2021 – Equivalents



Support materials are available for schools to use with Year 10s:

• Year 10 Information Handbook 2019

• Year 12 in 2021: Information for Year 10 Students and their Parents presentation 

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – WACE Requirements

• Flyers

• Study options table graphic – WACE 2021

• WACE Requirements infographic – WACE 2021

• Sample programs infographic – WACE 2021

WACE in 2021 – Information



Lynn – Electrician

Lynn has excelled at maths her whole life, and is keen to get a job in a trade industry. She 
has decided she would like to go to TAFE after finishing Year 12 to become an Electrician.

To get a head start on her learning, Lynn has arranged to do a Certificate II School-based 
Traineeship over Years 11 and 12. She also chooses three General courses plus an ATAR 
Maths course, as she is aware the course at TAFE is very competitive. This combination will 
ensure Lynn is WACE eligible, and will make her a competitive applicant for TAFE.

Read the full blog post here: https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/blog

WACE in 2021 – Case study

https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/blog


Reporting of VET achievements – 2019

Schools must:

• provide achievement results for units of competency and qualifications to the Authority 
as per the dates outlined in the 2019 Activities Schedule

• 28 March for 2018 Year 10 and Year 11 results

• 31 October for Year 12 results

• receive written verification of unit of competency results and qualification achievement 
from the relevant registered training organisation (RTO) prior to any data upload to the 
Authority

• provide the Authority with VET achievement data in accordance with the agreed data file 
format and timelines.

The memorandum of agreement between a school and RTO needs to include details of 
agreed dates.



Schools must retain evidence of RTO verification that qualifications and/or units of 
competency have been achieved BEFORE uploading the results to the Authority, including:

• copy of the AQF qualification

• statement of attainment for units of competency

• letter or email from the RTO that includes RTO letterhead and a statement that the 
student has met all necessary requirements for achievement of qualification/units of 
competency.

Certification of student VET results – 2019



• Principals are required to complete declaration forms to certify that all VET achievements 
have been verified by the RTO responsible for issuing the qualification.

• Schools must maintain accurate records and evidence of student VET achievements.

• The Authority will conduct integrity checks for Year 12 achievements in December 2019 
and other than Year 12 achievements in March 2020.

Integrity checks for VET achievements – 2019



Curriculum update – 11 and 12 



• Teach the syllabus.

• Ensure the pitch and demand in tasks enable students to demonstrate their achievement.

• Ensure the pitch and demand in tasks reflect the standard.

• Assess according to the assessment table in the syllabus.

• Grade according to the grade descriptions in the syllabus.

• Use data to identify areas for improvement and focused interventions.

Effective practice



Schools make judgements consistently:

• coverage of the educational program

• coverage of assessment task types

• quality of range of evidence related to the grade descriptions

• letter and intent of the school’s assessment policy

• fair for all students

• applied consistently across courses and contexts

• meets guidelines in flow chart WACE Manual 2019 – Completion requirements for ATAR, 
General and Foundation courses.

Grades and professional judgement



Our focus – 2019



To provide the School Curriculum and Standards Authority with expert advice from 
practising teachers representing all education systems/sector, representatives from 
education systems/sector offices and professional associations and, as appropriate, 
representatives from universities, the training sector, industry and/or the community.

Curriculum Advisory Committees – Purpose



Curriculum Advisory Committees – Structure

The Board

Curriculum and Assessment Committee

Curriculum Advisory Committees

Late 
Adolescence/Early 

Adulthood
Years 11 and 12

Early and Middle 
Adolescence
Years 7–10

Middle to Late 
Childhood 
Years 3–6

Early 
Childhood
Years K–2

Committees by 
senior school 

course

8 committees by 
learning area

1 committee 1 committee



To provide expert advice to the Authority on a range of matters, including, but not limited to:

• the Western Australian Curriculum Kindergarten to Year 12

• the Principles of Teaching, Learning and Assessment

• the Pre-primary to Year 10: Teaching, Assessing and Reporting Policy and Policy Standards 
for Pre-primary to Year 10: Teaching, Assessing and Reporting

• external assessments (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), 
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA), Externally Set Tasks (ESTs) and 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) course examinations)

• assessment and moderation – Pre-primary to Year 2, Years 3 to 6, Years 7 to 10, Years 
11 and 12

• the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) syllabus requirements

• the Australian Curriculum

• trends and emerging issues pertaining to Kindergarten to Year 12 curriculum and 
assessment.

Curriculum Advisory Committees – Responsibilities



Review the following syllabuses:

• Year 11 and 12 Integrated Science (General)

• Year 11 and 12 Animal Production Systems (ATAR)

• Year 11 and 12 Plant Production Systems (ATAR)

• Year 11 and 12 Media Production and Analysis (ATAR)

• Year 11 and 12 Geography (ATAR)

• Year 11 and 12 Drama (ATAR).

Commence the review of the following syllabuses: 

• Year 12 Physical Education Studies (ATAR) – Stage 1 of Review Cycle over two years

• Year 12 English as an Additional Language/Dialect (ATAR) – Stage 1 of Review Cycle over 
two years.

Syllabus Review – 2019



The Board of the Authority is reviewing the current special examination arrangements:

• an external consultant has been engaged to conduct the review

• key stakeholders will be consulted

• the findings of the review will be considered by the Board.

The current arrangements are detailed in the Authority’s Guidelines for disability 
adjustments for timed assessments.

Special Examination Arrangements Review



• The Student Records Management System (SRMS) is being built and will replace the 
Student Information Records System (SIRS).

• The SRMS will offer new features and improved functionality for schools and students.

• The SRMS will integrate with SIRS and will:

• use the same SIRS data for schools, student registrations, courses and achievements

• retain all current functions and reports from SIRS

• be ‘reskinned’/redesigned as SRMS, with a new look and feel.

• Components of the SRMS will be released throughout 2019 and 2020, until SRMS 
supersedes SIRS.

New student records database



The SRMS will offer improved functionality for users: 

• new dashboard with user-friendly design

• clean layout with easy navigation for users

• lots of interactive features

• improved key contacts function.

New features and improved functionality



There will be opportunities for you to participate in consultation and pilot programs during 
2019–2020.

The Authority will update you on the SRMS progress and stages of rollout via a bimonthly 
newsletter.

The following SRMS components will be released over 2019–2020:

• the new-look student portal 

• online applications for English as an Additional Language/Dialect (EAL/D) eligibility

• online applications for permission to enrol in Languages

• K–10 grade collection.

Planned release of SRMS components



The Authority has a new-look student portal.

• Year 12 (2018) students can: 

• download and print digital certificates from their folio 
of achievement:

• WACE and WASSA certificates 

• ATAR course reports

• Awards.

• use their digital certificates for university, training and 
job applications.

• This year’ Year 12’s now have access to the portal to:

• check their details and enrolment

• complete the Student Declaration and Permission.

Student portal

http://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au

http://studentportal.scsa.wa.edu.au/


When universities, TAFEs, employers and training organisations are presented with digital 
copies of WACE certificates they may authenticate the certificates by visiting the Authority 
website.

The Authority will verify student achievement of the WACE.

Students may still purchase certified copies of their certificates by visiting the Authority 
website.

Authentication of WACE certificates



New websites

https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au/ https://parent.scsa.wa.edu.au/

https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au/
https://parent.scsa.wa.edu.au/


www.scsa.wa.edu.au

https://facebook.com/SCSAWA

https://facebook.com/scsawateachers

https://twitter.com/scsawa

info@scsa.wa.edu.au
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https://facebook.com/SCSAWA
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Copyright

© School Curriculum and Standards Authority, 2019

This document – apart from any third party copyright material contained in it – may be copied for non-commercial 
purposes in Western Australian schools, and in schools offering the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), 
provided that the School Curriculum and Standards Authority is acknowledged as the copyright owner.

The document may not be copied for any other purpose. The document ─ including any third party copyright material 
contained in it ─ must not be communicated to the public on an intranet, an extranet, or an internet site.

Any content in this document that has been derived from the Australian Curriculum may be used under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY) licence.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

